
Celebrate National Nuclear Science Week

For all students in grades 
K-5 in Berrien County:

2018 Poster Contest
featuring the theme

“What does nuclear power 
mean to me? ”

What is Nuclear Science Week?
Nuclear Science Week (NSW) is an international, broadly observed week-long 
celebration to focus local, regional, national and international interest on all aspects of 
nuclear science. NSW takes place each year on the third week of October. Each day 
of NSW provides an opportunity for learning about the contributions, innovations and 
opportunities that can be found by exploring nuclear science.

How can YOU celebrate Nuclear Science Week?
Students across Berrien County are invited to participate in the 2018 Poster Contest 
presented by Cook Nuclear Plant’s Women in Nuclear group and sponsored by Berrien 
Regional Education Service Agency (Berrien RESA).  Teachers can also incorporate 
lessons in their daily classroom activities about nuclear science. 
Visit www.nuclearscienceweek.org to learn more!

Contest Details
Eligible participants:  Any Berrien County 
student in grades K-5 are eligible.  Private, 
public, parochial and home school students are 
welcome to participate.

Specifications:  Students should create a 
poster (using an 8.5 x 11 white sheet of paper) 
using crayons, markers, colored pencils, paint, 
pastels, charcoal, pens, etc. to create an image 
demonstrating “what does nuclear power mean 
to me”.   

Contest Categories:  Submissions will be 
divided into two categories; K-2nd Grade 
and 3-5th Grade.  

Submission:  Students must complete an 
entry form found on Berrien RESA’s website 
under Student Activities (www.berrienresa.
org) and attach the form to the back of their 
poster.  The form must include the student’s 
name, grade, school, teacher’s name and an 
artist statement.  Posters must be submitted 
to Berrien RESA, Attn:  Student Activities, at 
711 St. Joseph Avenue, P.O. Box 364, Berrien 
Springs, MI 49103 by October 19, 2018.

Judging:  One winning poster from each of the 
two categories will be selected by the Women 
in Nuclear Committee based on the posters’ 
representation of the theme.  

Prizes:  Each category winner will receive a 
$100 gift card.  The teachers of the winning 
students will also receive a $50 gift card to use 
for classroom materials.

Notification:  Winners will be notified by 
Cook Nuclear Plant representatives in early 
November.  Prizes and recognition will be 
presented at winners’ school districts during 
board meetings/assemblies.  Local media will 
also be notified.

Prizes awarded to students and their classrooms!

The Nuclear Science Week Poster contest is 
presented by Cook Nuclear Plant’s Women in 
Nuclear and is sponsored by Berrien RESA.  All 
judging, winner notifications and rule questions/
determinations are the responsibility of Cook 
Nuclear Plant.  For questions about the contest, 
please contact Anna M. Eaton 
at ameaton@aep.com.

It is the policy of the Berrien Regional Education Service Agency not to 
discriminate in its policies and practices with respect to compensation, 
terms, or conditions of employment because of an individual’s race, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, height, weight, marital status, political 
belief, genetic information, disability or handicap which does not impair 
an individual’s ability to perform adequately in that individual’s particular 
position or activity. For questions, please contact Lynda Hurlow, Exec-
utive Director of Human Resources, Berrien RESA, PO Box 364, 711 
St. Joseph Avenue, Berrien Springs, MI 49103.  The U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services Office for Civil Rights can be reached at 
(800) 368-1019.  For procedural information, please review our NEOLA 
Board Policy No. 2260.

What is Nuclear Science?
Nuclear science is the study of fission and 
fusion.  Fission is the process in which 
the nucleus of a uranium atom splits into 
smaller atoms, producing 3 free neutrons 
and releasing a very large amount of energy. 
Fission is the process by which energy is 
produced in a nuclear reactor.

How is Nuclear Science used?
The most common form of nuclear science 
is energy.  For Berrien County residents, 
they may be most familiar with the Donald C. 
Cook Nuclear Plant, located near Bridgman. 
The dual-unit plant is owned and operated 
by Indiana Michigan Power, a unit of 
American Electric Power. At full power, the 
plant produce 2,100 megawatts of electricity, 
enough for 1.5 million average homes.

Did you know that nuclear science is also 
used to support:

• The food and agriculture industries 
by helping create fertilizers, increase 
food viability, to help preserve food, to 
aid in insect control and to trace water 
supplies

• Medicine by helping diagnose illnesses, 
providing certain therapies and in 
radiology processes

• Industry by checking for pollutants and 
monitoring wear and tear on machines 
and tools

• Safety in our homes in smoke detectors
 
 (Source:  World Nuclear Association)
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